BEFORE THE SQOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Suspaension
of the Teaching Cortificate of QRDER OF SUSPENSION

Mia . Losar (BREACH QOF CONTRACT)

Certificale # 210191

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Carwisa Stale Board of Educalion (State Board) considercd Cth s
matter on February 13, 2008, On Qolober L, 2007, the Soulth Caraling
Department of Educal.on (Deparimanty sent M . Loser rotice of har right to a
hearing regarding the poessible suspension of her South Ca-gling  educator
certificate by regular and cerlified mail, relurn receipt requested, celivery
restricted Lo acddrassze. Ms, Lasar recelved rthe notice on Ootoher 23, 2007, 68
evidenced by & posail receipl bearing her signatura. On Ocotober 23, 200/, Ms.
Loser sent written notice to the Department reguesting a hearing in this maller,
0n Movember 9, 2007, Lhe Depa-lmenl senc nolive o Ms, Loser and Lhe Failigle
County Schoaol Distric, {0isorict? thal the hearsing was schedulaed in this matter.
The heariry was held on January 2, 2008, ard John 1. Fantry, Ir., Esquize servec
as the Hearing Officer, Following Lhe hearing, ¥ro Fant-y proparcsd o Hoaring
Ofticer's Report Lhal wos presented W Lhe Slale Boad, Afler hearning Lhe
information presenlec by M Fanlry, the State Board wvoted to suspand Ms.
Loser's educator certificale for a pencd of six manths, commensing Dacerber 5,
2007 and ending Juns 4, 2008,

FINDINGS OF FACT

s case concerns a formal complaint by the Diszrict seeking the

susprisinn of the oducator cortificate of Mia U, Loser. The State Board of
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Ed ocaticn has jurisdiction of this matter, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 53-25-150
(2004} and 5.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-530 [2004]).

Ma. Loser holds a South Carolina educator certificate and has ower six
wears of toaching experience. Cn April &, 2006, Ms. Loser sgned a cantinuing
contract with the District to serve as & Speech Therapist for the 2007-2008
schocl voar, On June 21, 2007, M=, Loser sent the District @ written raguest for
releass fromn her contract. On June 25, 207, the District notified ¥s. Loscr that
ner resignation would be accepted upon finding 2 suitable replacemcnt. Tho
District hegan good faith offorts to locete 3 replacement for Ms. Loser. On August
13, 2007, Ms. Loser did nobt reaort to work with the Districk. She had not
accapted employmont with anarthar Districe. On Septembor 18, 2007, the Board
wored to seak susponsion of Ms. Leser's educator cortificate, based on the her
Ereach of Contract. Cn Scptomber 20, 2007, the District sent its formal complaint
to the Staze Board., On Sctokber 15, 2007, the Districtk employed a suitable
replacerment for Ms. Loser.

On October 2, 2007, the Deparzrrent s21k Ms. Loser notice of her right to 2
hearing  regarding the paossicle suspensicn  of her South Carclina educator
certificate by regular and certified mail, return receipt requested, delivery
restricted to addrossoc. Ms. Losor recoived the notice on Octobeor 23, 2007, as
cwidenced by a postal receipt bearing her sigrature. On October 23, 2007, Ms.
Lozer sent written notice to the Department requesting a hearing in this matter.
ODn Movember &, 2007, the Department sent notice to Ms. Loser and the District
that the hearing was scheduled in this matter. The hearing was held on January
N, 2008, ard John 1. Fantry, Ir., Esquire served as the Hearing Officer. Follawing
Lhe hoaring, Mr. Fantry prepared a Hearing Officer’s Report that was proscnted to
the State board pursuant to S.C.0 Code Ann. & 59-5-FO(B) (2004). Aftcr
considering the evidence presented 2y the District and Ms, Loser, the Hearing
Ofticer recommended that the Skate Bosrd suspend M=z, Loser’'s educator
certificate for a period of six months, commencing December 5, 2007 and 2nding
June 4, 2003
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COMCLUSIONS OF LAW

The State Board may suspend the certificate of any peorson for
unprafessionzl conduck, 5C Code Ann. § 59-25%-150 (2004) and 5.2, Code Ann. &
59-25-330 {2004}, Failing to camphy with the pravisicns of a contract wichaout the
written consent of the (ocal school boa-d is deemed to be unprofessional conduct.
Upon the formal complaint of the schocl board, substantiated by conclusive
evidence, the State Board shall suspend or revoke the teacher's certificate, for a
pesiod nct to exceed one calencar year. State education agencies in other states
with reciprocal certification egreements shall be notified of the revocation of the
certificate, SC Code Arr, § 59-25-530 (2004); 24 5.C. Code Regs. 43-58.4
(1976). The Slale Board linds that there is sufficient evidence supporting its
conclugion chac Ms, Loser breached her contrack with the Fairfie d County School
District, warranting the suspension of her certificate for a period ot six months,
commercing on December 5, 2007 and ending an Junes 4, 2003, It is thercfore
ordered that Mia Loser's educator certificabe is suspended for @ period of six
manths, commencing December 5, 2007 through lune 4, 20083,

AND IT IS S0 ORDERED.

Soulh Carclifi Sedle Soard of Education
By: /! T AN

i ¥ =
Al Sitnpsdn, tﬁair

Colurrbia, South Caraling
Fobruary 13, 2008



